About My Work (5L £71)

My research has dealt with modernity and social theory, liberalism-in-practice, comparative
citizenship, Asian post-socialism, Asia’s societal formation, etc. In these issues, | have tried to
develop innovative theories, concepts, and analytical strategies for systematically comprehending
the complex structures and transformations of Korea and East Asia in sociopolitical and
developmental aspects mainly since the mid 20th century.

In particular, | have tried to overcome the (un)scientific condition that the realities of
non-Western societies in the postcolonial era are still understood manly in terms of their
differences and/or distances from Western experiences, ideologies, and institutions that are
normally accepted as the universal standards in the still West-centered world order, that such
differences and distances are usually dealt with as targets for practical policy efforts rather than
as subjects for objective (or positivist) scientific analyses, and that social life and order as
indigenous realities, under the chronic deficiency of systematic explanations for their genuine
nature, are summarily regarded as West-reflexive anomalies.

Relatedly, in coping with the chronically pervasive intersphere conflations and complications of
social realities, | have tried to overcome the conventional disciplinary segmentatons in the
West-dominant social sciences and instead endeavored at original conceptualization and
theorization based upon interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary problematization and at authentic
analysis of social realities using such concepts and theories. | have actively collaborated with key
scholars from diverse disciplines in various parts of the world, with my scholarly theses and
impacts spreading well beyond sociology, into studies of political economy, development and
politics, family and social policy, culture and media, and so forth.

Specifically, | have investigated and written on (1) “compressed modernity” in South Korea and
other postcolonial societies, (2) “developmental liberalism” (in social policy) and “familial
liberalism” (as practical order) as “liberalism-in-practice”, (3) “developmental citizenship” and
other types of “transformative contributory rights” in East Asia, (4) “developmental pluralism” as
social institutional complexities and flexibilities of post-socialist developmentalism in China and
elsewhere, and (5) the regional societal characteristics of Asian transnationalism.

Many of my research articles have been published in the academic journals in the US and
Canada, the UK and other European countries (France, Germany, etc.), India, China, Japan,
Singapore as well as South Korea, whereas | have published many authored and edited books
with Polity Press (7he Logic of Compressed Modernity, 2022; The Risk of Compressed Modernity,
2025), Palgrave Macmillan (Developmental Liberalism in South Korea. 2019; Transformative
Citizenship in South Korea, 2022; Developmental Politics in Transition, ed with Ben Fine & Linda
Weiss, 2012; Neoliberalization of South Korea, ed with Kim Se-Kyun & Keun Lee, 2025),
Routledge (South Korea under Compressed Modernity, 2010; Contested Citizenship in East Asia,
ed with Bryan S. Turner, 2012; South Korea in Transition, ed, 2014; Developmental Citizenship in
China, ed, 2021; Asianization of Asia, ed with Kim Taekyoon & Lee Joonkoo, 2024), as well as
Korean publishers, Changbi (7/=, 40f, &%/Z4, 2009) and Jipmundang (L4222 &212,
2018/2023). My books on “compressed modernity” have been translated into Chinese and Korean
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and are under translation into French and Arabic. | coedited 7he Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of
Social Theory (5 volumes) in 2017, with Bryan S. Turner, Cynthia Epstein, etc., in which | also
served as section editor of the modernity/coloniality/development section and the Asian society
theory section.
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